In Jesus’s teachings and in many other parts of
the New Testament, Christians — indeed, all
people — are advised to be of “generous spirit,”
to care for one’s family, to help the poor, to assist
widows and orphans, to exhibit kindness and to
maintain the highest character. How all that gets
translated into the dirty business of coercive,
vote-buying, politically driven redistribution
schemes is a problem for prevaricators with
agendas. It’s not a problem for scholars of what
the Bible actually says and doesn’t say.
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