Thank God for Free Enterprise!

A Bible study exploring issues raised in

the article "Ditching Socialism in the
New World" by William Bradford,

paraphrased by B. Nathaniel Sullivan
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Is Thoroughly Biblical
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Ditching Socialism in the New World

not just a friend, but also a brother. His tribe,
which a few years before had occupied the very
land on which our settlement now was rising,
had been wiped out by a plague. Had Squanto
not been kidnapped and taken to Europe, he
too would have died. He was able to make it
back to his home, only to discover when he

arrived none of the members of his tribe had

survived. We became his new family.'®

A Dead End that Would Have Killed Us All

The winter turned to spring, and Squanto
became a great encouragement to us; but there
was a problem that would plague us during the
next two years. | come now to the heart of our
story. A number of investors in London had

financed our voyage to the New World. In turn,
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they required us to work for them five days out
of each week; the remaining two days per week
we would be allowed to work for ourselves.
After seven years, all profits would be divided
equally between us and them. During the five
days we worked for them, all our resources had
to be held in common. In other words, no
private property! No one owned any land or
resources of his own. Whatever our team of
workers generated had to be putinto a
common store, and individuals would take

what they needed for their livelihoods from

that same pool."’

As | said, for two years'® we operated this
way. We faced obstacle after obstacle. Those
who worked did so begrudgingly, and many
would offer excuse after excuse not to work at

all. Here are some examples.




Freedom and Property
Rights are inseparable.

You can't have one
without the other.
—George Washington—
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The free enterprise economic model
rests on these sixteen ideals:

e Private Property e Competition

e Freedom e Efficiency

e Dignity e Quality

e Voluntary e Innovation &
Cooperation Creativity

e Responsibility e Service

e Opportunity e Productivity

e Choice e Integrity & Trust

e Incentive e Prosperity



Four Essential Elements of a
Free Market Economy

e productive work

e rewards for work
 voluntary transactions
e property rights



Ditching Socialism in the New World

The young unmarried men — those who
were strongest and who had the most
time and the greatest ability to pro-

duce — resented that they were, in

effect, bemg made to work for other

men’s wives and children, without any
additional compensation.

Whether strong or weak, everyone
working, whether he did much or little,
would wind up with the same amount of
food and other resources as everyone
else. If an individual worked a full eight
hours in a day, and another worked only
two, each received the same. Those
carrying the greater load strongly
believed this to be an extreme injustice.

Can you blame them?
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« Experience counted for nothing; the
older men felt disrespected by those who
were younger.

Under the communal arrangement, the
wives had to cook and do laundry for
anyone and everyone — not just their
own husbands and families. This angered
the husbands, who, along with their

wives, felt it was a form of slavery.

All of this was bad enough, butI'm
convinced it would have been a lot worse if we
hated each other. No one in our congregation
was perfect — not by a long shot. Still, we were
a people who had common goals and who
sincerely wanted everyone among us to have
the best. Our company had more than its share

of honest and decent men and women.




Socialism is a phllosophy_
of failure, the creed of '
ignorance, and the gospel
of envy, its inherent virtue
is the equal sharing

" of misery. Winstqn
Churchill




Seafront of Thessalonicain 1917

For even when we were with you, we commanded you
this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.
—The apostle Paul to the Thessalonian
Christians in 2 Thessalonians 3:10—
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each family unit. Also — and this is key — so
would the crops they produced. In this way,
laziness naturally would be penalized, and hard

work rewarded.

The change was remarkable and
immediate! Whereas before the men had
looked for excuses not to work and had
complained when they did, they now
labored willingly and eagerly.

The change was remarkable and immediate!

Whereas before the men in our company had

looked for excuses not to work and had
complained when they did, they now labored
willingly and eagerly. More corn was planted
than would have been under any other system |

or anyone else could have devised. It wasn’t
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just the men, either! Wives and children also
worked in the fields, and they apparently
wanted to! Before we adopted this system,
urging a woman to till the ground and plant

corn was thought to be oppressive and mean.?!

A Path to a Hopeful Future

There’s more. Thanks for your patience as |
explain even further. Be assured, though, I'm
almost done. In November of 1621, the ship
Fortune arrived*’ with about 35 new colonists.
The ship brought us mouths to feed, but no
supplies; and our rations were cut in half. It
wasn’t that we wished hardship on anybody,
but the additional needs among us made our

task even more challenging.







Is it not lawful for me to do what I
wish with my own things?
—the landowner in Jesus' parable of the

workers in the vineyard, in Matthew 20:15—
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hard to meet his own needs and has a surplus,
and when he experiences the satisfaction of hard
work and the fruit of his labor, he is free to think
about others and to give of his own resources to
help them and to meet their needs. As Paul wrote
in Ephesians 4:28, “Let him who stole steal no
longer, but rather let him labor, working with
his hands what is good, that he may have

something to give him who has need.”

The Dawn of a New Day

After the newcomers joined us, it wasn't
that long until it was time to harvest our crops.
We reaped a bountiful harvest that year,
certainly because God had been good to us, but
also because the members of the colony had

worked hard in both planting and harvesting.
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In fact, we enjoyed more than enough! Some
members of the colony even were able to
benefit others because they had enough to sell.
Also, through their transactions, they managed
to benefit themselves as well by making a
profit. Having worked hard, they deserved it!

With God'’s help, we had turned a corner!?®

We knew we had much for which to be
grateful, and we celebrated that year, thanking

God for all His abundant blessings! ?®

We knew we had much for which to be
grateful, and we celebrated that year,
thanking God for all His abundant blessings!

Despite the hardships of the past, and
despite other hardships that were yet to come,
the future looked bright!
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Is it not lawful for me to do what I
wish with my own things?
—the landowner in Jesus' parable of the

workers in the vineyard, in Matthew 20:15—




Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to
the Holy Spirit and keep back
part of the price of the land for
yourself? While it remained,
was it not your own? And after
it was sold, was it not in your
own control? Why have you
conceived this thing in your
‘\ heart? You have not lied to men
¢ but to God.” Then Ananias,
hearing these words, fell down

: e 7 NG s and breathed his last.
The Death of Anamas by Raphael —_Acts 5:3-5—
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investments would they receive if all of us had
starved? We traded the failed system for one
that emphasized

the benefits of private property and
* the responsibilities of the owner(s) to
effectively manage the resources in

his/their charge.

As we assigned the land, we were mindful

that larger families would need more
resources, so we made our decisions
accordingly. We weren't thinking about

inheritance or other future matters, but mainly

about immediate needs. Children who had been

orphaned and other single individuals were
assigned to families — and so management of

work responsibilities would belong strictly to
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You shall not steal.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor’s.
—Exodus 20:15,17—
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