The Inseparable Link Between a Quest for Happiness and Owning and Managing Wealth and Property

While a person’s “life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses,” (Luke 12:15; see 12:13-21 for the context),
much satisfaction and happiness can rightly be derived from owning material goods, working hard to increase one’s wealth,

and exercising wise management of one’s possessions. Remember the cultural commission and its ties to God’s having created
human beings in His own image (see Gen. 1:26-28). Also see Proverbs 12:24, 22:29; Luke 19:11-27; Acts 16:11-15; Ephesians 4:28;

1 Timothy 6:17-19.

Luke 12:13-21 13 Then one from the crowd said to Him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an
arbitrator over you?” 15 And He said to them, "Take heed
and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground
of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought
within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no
room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I
will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I
will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to
my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many
years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” * 20 But God
said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of
you; then whose will those things be which you have
provided?

21“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.”

]

Genesis 1:26-28 26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed
them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.”

Proverbs 12:24 The hand of the diligent will rule, But the
lazy man will be put to forced labor.

Proverbs 22:29 Do you see a man who excels in his
work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before
unknown men.

Luke 19:11-27 11 Now as they heard these things, He
spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and
because they thought the kingdom of God would appear
immediately. 12 Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman
went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and
to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to
them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him,
saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’

15”And so it was that when he returned, having received
the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom
he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might

know how much every man had gained by trading.16 Then
came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten
minas.’ 17 And he said to him, 'Well done, good servant;
because you were faithful in a very little, have authority
over ten cities.” 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master,
your mina has earned five minas.’ 19 Likewise he said to him,
‘You also be over five cities.’

20 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your
mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. 21 For I
feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect
what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’
22 And he said to him, ’Out of your own mouth I will judge
you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere
man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I
did not sow. 23 Why then did you not put my money in the
bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with
interest?’

24“And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina
from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ 25 (But
they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26 'For [ say to
you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away
from him. 27 But bring here those enemies of mine, who did
not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.” “

Acts 16:11-15 11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a
straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost
city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were
staying in that city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day
we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was
customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the
women who met there. 14 Now a certain woman named
Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city
of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart
to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her
household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay.” So she persuaded us.

Ephesians 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but
rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good,
that he may have something to give him who has need.

1 Timothy 6:17-19 17 Command those who are rich in
this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain
riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works,
ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a
good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold
on eternal life.
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