
Principles	of	Economic	Liberty	~	Session	5	

The	Bible	Affirms	Elements	of	the	Free	Enterprise	System,	Including	Property	Rights,	Early	in	Its	Pages.	

We	see	this	in	Genesis	23:1-20,	especially	verses	7-18.	

 

	

Genesis	23	1	Sarah	lived	one	hundred	and	twenty-

seven	years;	these	were	the	years	of	the	life	of	
Sarah.	2	So	Sarah	died	in	Kirjath	Arba	(that	is,	

Hebron)	in	the	land	of	Canaan,	and	Abraham	came	

to	mourn	for	Sarah	and	to	weep	for	her.	

	
3	Then	Abraham	stood	up	from	before	his	dead,	and	

spoke	to	the	sons	of	Heth,	saying,	4	“I	am	a	foreigner	

and	a	visitor	among	you.	Give	me	property	for	a	
burial	place	among	you,	that	I	may	bury	my	dead	out	

of	my	sight.”	

	
5	And	the	sons	of	Heth	answered	Abraham,	saying	to	

him,	6	“Hear	us,	my	lord:	You	are	a	mighty	prince	

among	us;	bury	your	dead	in	the	choicest	of	our	
burial	places.	None	of	us	will	withhold	from	you	his	

burial	place,	that	you	may	bury	your	dead.”	

	
7	Then	Abraham	stood	up	and	bowed	himself	to	

the	people	of	the	land,	the	sons	of	Heth	8	And	he	

spoke	with	them,	saying,	“If	it	is	your	wish	that	I	

bury	my	dead	out	of	my	sight,	hear	me,	and	meet	
with	Ephron	the	son	of	Zohar	for	me,	9	that	he	

may	give	me	the	cave	of	Mach-pelah	which	he	

has,	which	is	at	the	end	of	his	field.	Let	him	give	

it	to	me	at	the	full	price,	as	property	for	a	burial	

place	among	you.”	

	
10	Now	Ephron	dwelt	among	the	sons	of	Heth;	
and	Ephron	the	Hittite	answered	Abraham	in	the	

presence	of	the	sons	of	Heth,	all	who	entered	at	

the	gate	of	his	city,	saying,	11	“No,	my	lord,	hear	

me:	I	give	you	the	field	and	the	cave	that	is	in	it;	I	

give	it	to	you	in	the	presence	of	the	sons	of	my	

people.	I	give	it	to	you.	Bury	your	dead!”	

	
12	Then	Abraham	bowed	himself	down	before	the	

people	of	the	land;	13	and	he	spoke	to	Ephron	in	

the	hearing	of	the	people	of	the	land,	saying,	“If	
you	will	give	it,	please	hear	me.	I	will	give	you	

money	for	the	field;	take	it	from	me	and	I	will	

bury	my	dead	there.”	

	
14	And	Ephron	answered	Abraham,	saying	to	

him,	15	“My	lord,	listen	to	me;	the	land	is	

worth	four	hundred	shekels	of	silver.	
What	is	that	between	you	and	me?	So	bury	your	

dead.”	16	And	Abraham	listened	to	Ephron;	and	

Abraham	weighed	out	the	silver	for	Ephron	

which	he	had	named	in	the	hearing	of	the	sons	of	

Heth,	four	hundred	shekels	of	silver,	currency	of	

the	merchants.	
	
17	So	the	field	of	Ephron	which	was	in	Machpelah,	

which	was	before	Mamre,	the	field	and	the	cave	

which	was	in	it,	and	all	the	trees	that	were	in	the	

field,	which	were	within	all	the	surrounding	

borders,	were	deeded	18	to	Abraham	as	a	

possession	in	the	presence	of	the	sons	of	Heth,	
before	all	who	went	in	at	the	gate	of	his	city.	

	
19	And	after	this,	Abraham	buried	Sarah	his	wife	in	

the	cave	of	the	field	of	Machpelah,	before	Mamre	

(that	is,	Hebron)	in	the	land	of	Canaan.	20	So	the	field	

and	the	cave	that	is	in	it	were	deeded	to	Abraham	by	
the	sons	of	Heth	as	property	for	a	burial	place.	

	

	

1. Why	wouldn’t	Abraham	accept	the	land,	including	the	cave,	as	a	gift	from	Ephron?	Dennis	Prager	

notes,	“The	fact	this	land	was	acquired	in	a	legal	sale	is	subsequently	mentioned	repeatedly	in	

Genesis	(Genesis	25:9-10;	49:30;	50:13).”1	

2. In	our	Bible	study	series,	Session	1	is	introductory.	Each	one	of	Sessions	2–6	covers	two	principles	

and	highlights	a	trait	or	theme	or	characteristic	of	the	free	enterprise	economic	model.	The	themes	

are:	1)	Ordered	Liberty;	2)	Human	Dignity;	3)	Individual	Choice;	4)	Property	Rights;	and	5)	Divine	

Guardrails	(the	moral	and	ethical	requirements	of	free	enterprise).	Discuss:	Where	in	Genesis	23	do	

you	see	evidence	of	each	of	these?		
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