It is precisely those things which belong to ‘the
people’ which have historically been despoiled—
wild creatures, the air, and waterways being
notable examples. This goes to the heart of why
property rights are socially important in the first
place. Property rights mean self-interested
monitors. No owned creatures are in danger of
extinction. No owned forests are in danger of
being leveled. No one kills the goose that lays the
golden egg when it is his goose.
—Thomas Sowell—



