
While many believe government exists to meet people’s needs,
Scripture teaches individual responsibility. So does history. Settlers
in both Jamestown and Plymouth initially sought to produce food
and wealth according to a communal system. Workers contributed
the fruits of their labors to a “common store” on which all relied.
This approach pushed both settlements to the brink of starvation.
Yet when land was assigned and people could reap the benefits of

their own work, the communities prospered.


